
Catherine D’Ovidio – the Heart behind the Golden Medal 
I had never really talked to her and as most female bridge players I was a little intimidated by Catherine 

D’Ovidio. At the bridge table she plays quickly and without mercy, not a smile climbs by, her eyebrows 

raised in constant impatience with her opponents’ slow play. 

This summer I met her in Atlanta for the American nationals. Early one morning I saw her sitting on the 

balcony outside, enjoying her morning cigarette and breakfast consisting of an espresso. I plucked up the 

courage to join her, and this was the first of many mornings with common jetlag and intimate 

conversations. 

One of the first things that struck me was how positive and obliging she is. No matter who came by for a 

small chit chat, they left escorted by a remark from her part such as ‘He is so nice’ or ‘She is such a sweet 

girl.’  

However getting to know her better I also heard her speak less agreeably about one or two characters. 

Catherine has a passionate temper and describes her feelings for others either with the word love or hate. 

Not a lot in between. 

The second part was her passionate way of talking about bridge. As a contrast to her self-confident air at 

the bridge table, she is humble and grateful of the privilege to live her life as a bridge professional.  

Do you ever get nervous having won so many championships? 

“Yes. Every time before the first board of a match, I have to take my hands with the cards under the table 

to hide that they are shaking.” 

Catherine conveys that she did not win her first World Championship until Istanbul 2004, when she won 

the transnational mixed teams with Paul Chemla and Sabine-Zia. Since then she has added the Venice Cup 

in 2005 and 2011, not to mention a countless number of European Championships. She is currently ranked 

as number 1 on the WBF world ranking and in Bali to defend her World title with the French women. 

Bridge to heal the heart 
How did you start to play bridge? 

“I was heartbroken at 19 years old and my parents tried to make me forget and told me: ‘Come to the 

bridge club and try to play bridge.’ So I took my first lesson and we went back home and during the dinner I 

told my parents ‘One day I will be world champion’. They were laughing at me: ‘Are you crazy?’ ‘I will be, 

for sure I will be,’ I said.” 

Catherine was married to a good bridge player. He taught her a lot, however after having a daughter 

together he wanted her to give up bridge. That was impossible for Catherine, who decided to give up her 

husband instead. 



At 38 Catherine got remarried to Pierre, 23 years older than herself. Although this is now 16 years ago, he 

still occupies her heart entirely. After ten intense days in Atlanta she told how she missed him and wanted 

to see if she could catch an earlier flight.  

She did not manage to change her flight, but with 

radiant eyes she conveyed that he was coming 

with her to Bali.  

What is your best bridge experience? 

“The first time I made the trials in France. Me and 

my partner were both 25 and we knew we had to 

make the top 2 to qualify for the team. The level 

was not as high as now, but it was very difficult 

for us and we finished second. For one week I felt 

like on a cloud, dreaming. We won the European 

Championships that year, but it was not as 

exciting for me as making the trials.” 

What vexes you the most about your bridge life? 

“I am obliged to be compared with women but I 

would like to be compared with men. I would like 

to stop playing bridge in the ladies and start to 

play for the open, but it is not so easy to find a 

partner. I know I will never be European or World 

Champion in the open, but I would like to play.”  

Is there any person who had a significant 

influence on you? 

“Do you know Arsène Wenger? I love this guy and 

I met him in Paris in 2001 when we played the 

World Championship. My captain knew I loved 

him and introduced me to him and told him I was playing the World Championship final.” 

Although Wenger is a legendary football coach for Arsenal and not a bridge player, Catherine’s captain 

asked him to give her a good advice.  

“He told me: ‘You are playing the final now. Don’t put the pressure on you. Put it on the opponents.’ Even 

though we lost this championship, I thought a lot about this sentence.” 

However Catherine is not only known for putting pressure on her opponents. She has a reputation for 

doing the same to her partners; a fact that she acknowledges. 

How would you describe yourself in three words? 

Catherine D’Ovidio of France 



“Emotional.” Without hesitation. “Difficult partner, lovely teammate.” 

And not bridge related?  

“Hm, maybe you should ask my husband.” She laughs. “I don’t know the word in English. You know when 

you shout and I can speak rudely when I don’t like something.” 

Temperamental? 

“Yes.” She laughs. “And a silly grandmother.” 

What is the favourite part about your bridge life? 

“It is not just the game. The thing I love about playing bridge at this level is to travel and to meet people I 

only see every six months or two years and hearing about their lives. I am very curious and I love to meet a 

lot of people and hear about their lives outside bridge. I think for this reason I would never want to stop 

playing bridge.” 

Catherine D’Ovidio in short  

54 years old. Married to Pierre D’Ovidio for 16 years. Has a daughter and a granddaughter, the latter 
turning five in October.  

Three times World Champion and a countless number of European and American titles. 

Number 1 in the WBF world ranking, to which she laughingly comments: “I don’t know why I am number 
1; it is a pair game, so it should be a rank for pairs, not persons. I have had very good partners.” 

Full time bridge professional for almost her entire life. In the beginning of her bridge career she worked 
at a club as director etc. before becoming a full time pro.  

For one year before forever devoting herself to the bridge world she worked for a company in France. 
“They were very proud of me because of the bridge, but to improve your level within this firm you had 
to be a man. That is why I stopped.” 

If you could choose any partner for a random tournament, who would it be? 

“Giorgino (Duboin, ed.). I have known him for 30 years and I love him and his wife. To me he is the 
nicest top player in the world.” 

Who are your most dangerous competitors in this championship? 

“The Netherlands, both USA-teams, China and England. Did I forget someone? I hope not they will be 
angry with me…” 
 

 

 

 

 

 


