
So very happy to be here  
I met two women from the Indian women’s team, who were at that point in the very last position in the 

Venice Cup. However judging from their mood, you would expect them to be leading the event. Rarely have 

I met such positive participants. 

“We are very happy to be here in Bali, that Bali is hosting the 41st World Championships here. It is an 

excellent arrangement,” Meera Bakshi starts. 

“I have come to Bali earlier, but this time I find the development is so nice and this center is absolutely out 

of this world. There is so much space here. Everything is arranged. You feel very comfortable.  This kind of 

hospitality is only available in Asia. You go to Europe or to America, they don’t give anything,” Sneh Lata 

Singla says while laughing. ”And Bali is a very pretty place. We would love to come here again. Please host 

the championship again.” 

You qualified for Bali from trials in India. 

Can you tell about this? 

“We qualified as pairs. The three best 

pairs qualified. One of our players 

unfortunately had to go back because of 

death in the family, so she had to go 

back. We had to get a substitute and 

change the partnerships. But we are 

trying to do our best.” The two women 

take turn explaining this to me in speedy, 

charming Indian English.  

What do you think about your opponents 

here? 

“Most of them are excellent. Regular 

partnership and I would not hesitate to 

say they have excellent bidding system, 

good play, good defense. Most of them 

are very good.  

Which team has impressed you the most? 

“There are a number of teams. We started against England, France, USA1, USA2, Australia, Poland and all 

the top teams. We thought they were all very good. And also very pleasant,” Sneh Lata Singla says.  

“Very, very pleasant at the table. You would be surprised.” Meera Bakshi adds in the middle of her partners 

sentence. 
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“Very pleasant, we were amazed. Sometimes in India the players are not so pleasant, but here they are. 

They made us very comfortable all the time and explained nicely if they had some hand.” 

“So we are very happy and nice to meet you.” 

After the interview India played Guadeloupe, their contenders for the last spot. India won the match 17,45-

2,55, moving them up to second last position for the first time since the beginning of the event. 

 


