
USA 1 – the Youngsters of the Bermuda Bowl 

Bobby Levin 
Bobby has won too many bridge events to list. He is 

the youngest player ever to win the Bermuda Bowl, 

in 1981 when he was 23. He and partner Steve 

Weinstein are particularly known for their 

concurring victories in the Cavendish. In Verona in 

2006 they came second in the World Open Pairs in 

and won the event 4 years later in Philadelphia. 

With an ego, attitude and appearance worthy of a 

rock star, Bobby Levin has a reputation for being a 

tough opponent at the table. However controversial 

he may appear, those intimate with him love and 

admire his charismatic personality. 

Bobby has recently become an avid skier and has always been an avid tennis player. He also enjoys biking 

and has spent a lot of time traveling the country with his wife and fellow US bridge star Jill Levin and their 

dog, skiing and biking around towns with lots of time on the beaches when not playing bridge at 

tournaments. His son Andrew is in college at Northwestern, and Jill’s sons Shane (who is the captain of 

USA1 in Bali) and Justin Blanchard are upcoming bridge players who live in New York City. (Source: usbf.org) 

 

Steve Weinstein 

Steve Weinstein is the youngest player ever to win an NABC event 
(the Life Master Pairs in 1981 when he was 17). He has since won 
many other NABC events, as well 7 wins in the Cavendish pairs & 
1st and 2nd in the World Open Pairs. 

Steve has been married to Elizabeth Galadriel Davis since 1993 

(they have been together since 1986). He lives in Andes NY “the 

middle of nowhere” with their dog, Luther, and Archie the cat. 

(Source: usbf.org) 

If you want to know the person hiding behind the cap and the 

glasses, read this very personal interview with Steve Weinstein. 

The Vulnerable Truck Driver 

Steve%20Weinstein.pdf


 

John Kranyak 

Hello, my name is John Kranyak, but my friends call me Kran. I learned to play bridge from my father and 
late mother. I have been playing professional bridge for 12 years over which I have many accomplishments 
for which I am proud. I won the national mixed pairs with my late mother and was blessed to be a member 
of three World Championship Junior teams and one bronze medal winning team.  

My regular partner is Vincent Demuy 
from Montreal, but as he is Canadian I 
regularly partner Gavin Wolpert in the 
USBC. I enjoy very much playing with 
Gavin, he is the first friend I made in 
the bridge world some 17 years ago.  

When not playing bridge I enjoy 
listening to music, dancing with friends, 
and BBQs on my roof. For exercise I 
love to wakeboard though I don't get 
to go as often as I'd like. I love to travel 
and meet new people so if you see me 
at a bridge tournament and we haven't 
met please introduce yourself. I'm a 
nice guy (most of the time) :-) 

Which is the best bridge experience you ever had? 
Best bridge experience ever was winning the US Team Trials to come to Bali. 

Which is the worst bridge experience you ever had?  

Worst bridge experience was losing in the semifinal of the World Junior teams by half an IMP. It was the 
only World Junior Championships I played without winning. 
 
What has been the biggest challenge dedicating your life to bridge? 
Biggest challenge is time spent away from my family. 
 
What would your life be like without bridge? 
Can't imagine what life would be like without bridge and I hope it never happens. 
 
What is your first childhood memory?  
Getting a shot from a doctor in a white jacket. For years I would only go to doctors with blue jackets. 
 
What really scares you? 
I am scared of heights. 
 
What do you dream about? 
I dream about girls (was that a trick question?) 

 



Gavin Wolpert 

Gavin Wolpert is a 31-year-old professional bridge 
player originally from Thornhill Ontario, a suburb of 
Toronto. Gavin has several North American 
Championships to his credit, perhaps most impressive 
among them is his Blue Ribbon victory with his wife, 
Jenny Wolpert (then Ryman). 

 Jenny and Gavin live with their two kids, Danielle age 4, 
and 20-month-old Brandon, in Palm Beach Gardens 
Florida. Gavin also has an impressive international 
record playing for the Canadian junior team as well as 
the open team.  

Thanks in large part to his partner, former-rival John 

Kranyak, the elusive gold medal is still missing. Gavin is a 

cofounder of the website Bridgewinners.com and 

spends a lot of his free time dealing with administrative 

duties. (Source: usbf.org) 

Kevin Bathurst 

Kevin Bathurst is a 35-year-old bridge pro making his 
second consecutive Bermuda Bowl appearance. 

For the second time in a row, Kevin beat the entire 
American bridge elite in the US trials with a young, talented 
team. In Veldhoven in 2011, playing with his regular partner 
Dan Zagorin, Kevin won the silver medal in the Bermuda 
Bowl with one of the youngest teams ever in the event. 

At this year’s trials he teamed up with an even younger 
team, playing with Kevin Dwyer, a talented however less 
experienced junior. Playing fourhanded with Kranyak and 
Wolpert they won the trials to become USA1.  

A quiet, thoughtful guy who has found a sparkling Chilean wife, Catalina Robles, who he lives with in Palm 
Beach Gardens, Florida with their 2 year-old son, Mateo, one of the most adorable bridge babies ever. 

To the question of whether he thinks about his wife and son while playing bridge in the Bermuda Bowl, he 
quietly replies “You can never forget about Cata.” 

In his free time, Kevin enjoys video games, watching sports and of course spending quality time with 
Mateo. 



Kevin Dwyer 
By Christina Lund Madsen  

Having just played his last junior championship, Kevin Dwyer is the youngest participant in the Bermuda 

Bowl. A quiet guy with an unrevealing expression, seeming to keep his thoughts to himself. 

Kevin started to play bridge at 14. His brother had read all the poker books in the library and then picked up 

a bridge book from the shelf next to the poker. At first Kevin wasn’t interested in playing. 

“He kept egging me by saying things like ‘You know I’m gonna beat you.’” Kevin’s competitiveness prevailed 

and he started playing at the club with his brother. Already after two years, he was asked by a member of 

the club to play and teach a woman for 45 dollars pr. session. That was a lot of money for the 16 year-old 

and the beginning of his bridge career and beginning to the end of his studies. 

Having never even played in a major national event such as the Spingold, he was invited on a team with 

Gavin Wolpert, John Kranyak and Kevin Bathurst who were looking for a fourth player. 

What do you think made them have so 

much confidence in you? 

“I have NO idea. I only played against 

them once or twice. I never played all the 

best American players. I owe a lot to 

Gavin and our teammates. It is an 

amazing year for me. Winning a national 

event with Gavin, winning the trials and 

playing the quarterfinal of the Bermuda 

Bowl.” 

In the US trials Kevin faced all the giants 

of American bridge such as the legendary 

Bob Hamman. 

How did you feel playing the trials?   

“I was nervous in the very first set. I even doubled Kevin’s double at one point. But after the first boards it 

was over. No more nerves. We are here to win. I knew we had a great team.” 

In this moment we are sitting at the pool bar having lunch. Kevin sat out the morning session of the 

quarterfinal and is going in to play now. His captain Shane Blanchard has instructed me not to talk to him 

within 30 minutes before game time. 

His calm composure changes as the clock approaches. He seems calm on the outside, but barely eats his 

pizza. His left leg is rapidly going up and down.  

How do you handle the feeling of being nervous? 



“I listen to music. It is my oasis.” Before play time he walks around by himself with his earphones. 

What makes you a good bridge player? 

“My patience I guess. And I am good at not showing emotions. I can go for 1100 and just move on to the 

next board.” 

What is it like playing on USA1? 

“We have a great team. Even if we have a bad set, we have two amazing pairs. We might have a minus card 

but still win the match. Kran is our cheerleader. He is a pool of energy. Shane has been the best captain I 

have had by a mile. I have had a lot of junior captains. At first when the team said ‘Let’s get Shane’ I 

thought ‘Cool, another guy for us to hang out with.’ I had no idea he would be so on top of things. Steve 

and Bobby are the rocks of our team. At and away from the bridge table.” 

What makes you really happy? 

“Playing the BB. I never thought I would be here, especially so young. It is an incredible opportunity for me. 

And my girlfriend. She makes me happy.” 

He met her three years ago at the White House junior tournament in Amsterdam. She is a Venezuelan 

beauty and played Kevin’s team in the first match. He was so magnified that he and his partner were minus 

in the butler. 

“At first I didn’t think I would ever have a shot at her. I just thought of her as out of my league, so it was 

very easy talking to her. Then I thought ‘I am in Amsterdam’, so I went to talk to her. It is not normal for me 

to just go over and talk to women. It was amazing. She brought her teammates the first night and all hang 

out and had an actual date the next night. Amsterdam is a great memory for me going out with her.” 

After only one date in Amsterdam he went to visit her in Venezuela. She never expected him to accept, but 

he went and after a while she abandoned her home country to go study in Florida where Kevin lives. 

How would you describe her? 

“She is waaay too smart for me.” He pauses. “She is just… perfect. Amazing, beautiful. I love her accent. 

That Venezuelan accent is just to die for.” 

Kevin is just at the beginning of his career. He plays with clients as a bridge professional and dreams of 

being hired to play on a good team for the main American tournaments such as the Spingold and 

Vanderbilt. However bridge may be his way of life, but not his entire life. 

“I don’t want to play 30 weeks a year the rest of my life. I love doing it now, I love to travel. But at some 

point I want to settle down and have a family and a dog.” 



Shane Blanchard – the Captain 

I'm 26 years old and live in New York City. I work part-time for my father's manufacturing company and I'm 
also a full-time student at City University of New York, where I'm a year away from earning my degree in 
Business. 

I started playing bridge 7 years ago and I've won an NABC championship and was a member of the U.S. 
Junior team in Beijing. I'm engaged to Swedish bridge starlett Sandra Rimstedt and we plan to get married 
two summers from now. Bobby Levin is my step-father, Jill Levin my mom. My uncle, Brad Moss, and 
Grandmother, Gail Greenberg are also world champions. My father, Robert Blanchard, is my regular 
partner and has several NABC Championships to his credit. I have two younger brothers of whom only 
Justin has shown an interest in the game. My hobbies include watching and playing sports, video games, 
poker, and travelling.  

Which is the best bridge experience you ever had? 
The best bridge experience I've ever 
had was reaching the final day of the 
Reisinger with my Grandmother.  
 
What would your life be like without 
bridge? 
Without bridge my life would be 
dramatically different. This question is 
kind of unfair to me because bridge has 
been a part of my life since I was in the 
womb. That said, I would never have 
met and befriended all the amazing 
people in the bridge world, nor would I 
have met the girl of my dreams, Sandra 
Rimstedt.  
Though bridge has and always will play 
a big role in my life, I have not, and 
don't intend to dedicate my life to it. 
 
What really scares you? 
Sharks scare me but I'm also fascinated by them. Outdoor rock climbing and skydiving were the scariest 
experiences of my life and I'd never do either again. I am, however, happy that I tried both.  
 
What do you dream about? 
I dream about doing so well at my job that I can retire as soon as possible so I can volunteer at a zoo and 
play bridge for the rest of my life.  


